$7.00. This is a little book written for volunteers in the field of mental deficiency. It attempts to be a compilation or catechism of questions and cliche answers, wherein the missing word is conveniently supplied on the left-hand margin of the page.
This book suffers mainly from oversimplification and the repetition of the conventional wisdoms with respect to mental deficiency.
One would expect in a book of this sort some amplified historical presentation of the problems of mental deficiency, as well as current progress associated with the mentally limited child. There is little doubt that many volunteer workers have either a direct interest in the children they are attempting to help by reason of family relationship, or close acquaintance with such a child, hence this additional information would help support such a relationship.
This book makes an excessively elementary primer for people who might be interested in working with retarded children, since it is nothing more than a question and single word answer arrangement. It provides as much modern knowledge of mental deficiency as the daily newspaper's crossword puzzle aids in the acquisition of a good vocabulary. Psychiatric status and EEG. were obtained at weekly intervals and statistically analysed according to many criteria. (Many of the significant correlations are nevertheless not high, in the range of below r = 0.5). Treatment was always
